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Florida Energy Systems Consortium

Policy
Promoting Energy and Land Use Through Land Use, Transportation and Green
Infrastructure Policies

PI: Tim Chapin Co-Pls: Ivonne Audirac, Chris Coutts, Greg Thompson, Mark Horner

Description: In response to the many issues related to energy provision, energy sustainability, and
GHGs, in 2007 Governor Crist created an Action Team on Energy and Climate Change. This group was
tasked with investigating and recommending strategies for reducing GHG emissions, creating more
sustainable energy systems in Florida, and for establishing Florida as an international leader in innovative
energy provision. Related to this, the 2008 session saw the Florida Legislature pass HB 697 which,
among many things, requires every local government in the state to address energy systems and GHG
emissions explicitly within their comprehensive plans. Currently, the linkages between energy planning,
environmental and economic sustainability, land use and transportation planning, and GHG reductions
have never been stronger in Florida. This project is aimed at continuing the momentum in Florida for
developing broad-based solutions to these problems by helping to develop a knowledge base for
informing state policy in the areas of energy, sustainability, and land use and transportation planning.

Budget: $168,185
Universities: FSU, Griffith University (Bisbane, Australia), University of Florida

Executive Summary

The project began in May 2009 and continued through the end of the 2010 calendar year. During the
spring and summer 2010 terms, the research team finalized its review of the current state of knowledge in
the issue areas, as well as completed our review of state and local energy and climate change policies and
outlined the report. We have also completed interviews with key informants at key state agencies and
with planners in local governments that have taken the lead on this issue in the state, and discussed our
findings with key informants in non-profit agencies and within the land development industry. We also
continue to identify potential outside funding sources for continued work on this initiative.

We continue to work on generating a report similar to the Tough Choices: Shaping Florida’s Future and
Facing Florida’s Revenue Shortfall document prepared by the Collins Institute. This report summarizes
the literature on the links between urban development patterns and energy sustainability/climate change
and makes recommendations for state policies and programs to address these issues. The intention is to
author a report that is easy-to-read, including graphics, and will highlight the key policies and programs
the state should pursue to achieve its energy sustainability and climate change goals.

This project has been completed.
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